
Course Description:  This course will focus on effective ways of doing ministry in the 
small congregation, particularly in the rural context.  The nature, unique dynamics and 
mission of the small/rural congregation will be explored in a seminar setting.  Consideration 
will be giving to tools and strategies for assessing the vitality and viability of small 
congregations and to exploring appropriate leadership styles for small churches 

Ministry in the Rural and  
Small Town Context 

Instructor: Dr. Shannon Jung, is Professor of Town and Country Ministries, St. Paul School of 
Theology, Kansas City, MO.  He received his PhD from Vanderbilt University, his STM from Yale University 
Divinity School and his BD from Union Theological Seminary, Virginia.  He has written books on Rural Minis-
try including;  Discovering Hope: Building Vitality in Rural Congregations,  Rural Ministry: The Shape of the 
Renewal to Come, and Rural Congregational Studies: A Guide for Good Shepherds.  He has also published sev-
eral articles on the subject. 

            Dates:    August 19-21, 2010 
Times:   9:00 a.m. Thursday to 5:00 p.m. Saturday 
Location:   Rickman Center,  Jefferson City, MO 
Cost:    $390 (includes lodging and meals)   
 $330  Commuter 
Textbooks:   
Hollowing Out the Middle:  The Rural Brain Drain and What it Means for America by 
Patrick J. Carr and Maria J. Kefalas    Discovering Hope:  Building Vitality in Rural 
Congregations, David Poling‐Goldenne and Shannon Jung, Augsburg Fortress Press. 

Ministry in a Rural and Small Town Context 
 
Name:  Home Phone:   
 
Address:               Work Phone: 
 
City/State/Zip:   Email:            
 
Denomination:   
 
 
Payment options:     Check          MasterCard          Visa       
 
Card#          Exp Date 
 
 
Signature 
 
Refund Policy:  Refund of the entire fee will be made when cancellation is received two weeks prior to the start of the 
event.  Refund of 50% will be made on cancellation made after the two week grace period, however NO REFUNDS will be 
made for cancellations received two days prior to the event 
 
Mail this form and registration fee to: Missouri School of Religion,  P.O. Box 104685, Jefferson City, MO 65110-4685.  
Phone:  (573)  635-1187, Fax: (573)  636-2889, Email:  Krystalmsr@earthlink.net.  www.missourischoolofreligion.org 


